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Romey's Order is an indelible sequence of poems voiced by an invented (and inventive) boy called Romey,
set alongside a river in the South Carolina lowcountry.
 
As the word-furious eye and voice of these poems, Romey urgently records--and tries to order--the objects,
inscape, injuries, and idiom of his "blood-home" and childhood world. Sounding out the nerves and nodes of
language to transform "every burn-mark and blemish," to "bind our river-wrack and leavings," Romey seeks
to forge finally (if even for a moment) a chord in which he might live. Intently visceral, aural, oral, Atsuro
Riley's poems bristle with musical and imaginative pleasures, with story-telling and picture-making of a new
and wholly unexpected kind. 

 
"Atsuro Riley's astonishing and original debut collection, Romey's Order, thrives off its music. The poems
are about the attempt to make sense of the world, to account for all the strange and disparate details that
enthrall consciousness, and to hold them in some kind of right relation. . . There's a lot to marvel at here. .
.The tension between the world of fact into which each of us is born and the desire to forge our own new
worlds results here in beguiling music, a music that brings these poems alive, with all their sinew and
subtlety."
--Peter Campion, Poetry

Atsuro Riley's indelible first-book masterpiece--opens with "Once upon a time," and thereafter an entire
world emerges. . .  Romey's Order presents a world teeming with mystery, natural wonder, childhood
discovery, and--everywhere under the surface--the secret, almost magical power of language. Throughout the
book, Riley's evocative abilities are flat-out astonishing.

The handcrafted poems of Romey's Order bear the mark of a fully developed, highly idiosyncratic
sensibility--a sensibility that lends a from-out-of-nowhere quality to this collection, and that results in poems
that are a pure delight to read. Riley's debut is a blast of fresh air for poetry, leaving one with the almost
unsettling question: what would happen if his next collection outdid this one?

 --The Believer magazine, May 2011    (The Believer Poetry Award citation)

"Atsuro Riley's Romey's Order is a dazzling first book. . . among the year's best. . .The lexical fireworks



power the narrative with physicality.  The pleasures of Romey's Order are wondrous and manifold."
--Dallas Morning News

"One of the most exciting and distinctive debut collections in years . . the relation of language to the actual
experience of perception is 100 percent pitch-perfect here."
--The Believer

"A stunning first book of poems. . . . Even read silently, Mr. Riley's delicious words roll and roil in the
mouth."
--New York Times

"Originality is easier said than done. Most works of art, like most consumer goods, are versions or outright
imitations. In contemporary poetry, even the so-called experimental often seems derivative and weighted
with conventions. But when a new book of poems is as different from precedents as Atsuro Riley's Romey's
Order, readers should take special notice."
--Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

"Atsuro Riley's Romey's Order is a first book with rare, powerful distinction--experimental in its forms and
syntax, yet familiar as an old-time fiddle for its Appalachian twang, landscape, and imagery." 
--Kenyon Review

"Atsuro Riley's strange, beautiful and unsettling debut is like nothing else you will read this year."
--Hudson Review
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Reed:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Romey's Order (Phoenix Poets). You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book
Romey's Order (Phoenix Poets). You can add information and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Victor Hubbard:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Romey's Order (Phoenix Poets) is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Casey Reeves:

Romey's Order (Phoenix Poets) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Romey's Order (Phoenix Poets) although
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Jonathan Hickman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Romey's Order
(Phoenix Poets) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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