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The peculiar formation of the great Caledonian valley - long, deep and comparatively very narrow, and
occupied by a regular chain of inland lakes and extensive arms of the sea - had long suggested the idea of a
canal which by connecting the whole might afford the means of a navigable communication between the
opposite sides of the island. Indeed so marked were its features in this respect, that it must have been difficult
to escape the conclusion that Nature had irresistibly invited the hand of man to the completion of such an
undertaking. So wrote a Victorian commentator in the 1840s in a description of the Caledonian Canal.
Curiously, this observation was made some 350 years after the construction of Scotland's first canal, which
was made to serve God rather than Mammon. Andrew Wood had distinguished himself in the service of
James III by repelling an English fleet from the Forth and also withstanding their siege of Dumbarton. He
was knighted and given lands at Largo in Fife. Around 1495 he had a canal constructed that allowed him to
be conveyed, each Sunday, in his admiral's barge from his house to church! With no history of Scotland's
canals currently available Len Paterson set about researching them after the successful publication of his
history of the puffer trade having decided to re-assess the important part that Scotland's canals played in that
story. This engaging history covers the main canals: Caledonian, Crinan, Forth and Clyde, Monkland and
Union covering the last 40 years in particular detail as this is the period over which the canal system, against
the odds, had been revitalised. That is the overwhelming conclusion to the story that is now told in this
present volume.The peculiar formation of the great Caledonian valley - long, deep and comparatively very
narrow, and occupied by a regular chain of inland lakes and extensive arms of the sea - had long suggested
the idea of a canal which by connecting the whole might afford the means of a navigable communication
between the opposite sides of the island. Indeed so marked were its features in this respect, that it must have
been difficult to escape the conclusion that Nature had irresistibly invited the hand of man to the completion
of such an undertaking. So wrote a Victorian commentator in the 1840s in a description of the Caledonian
Canal. Curiously, this observation was made some 350 years after the construction of Scotland's first canal,
which was made to serve God rather than Mammon. Andrew Wood had distinguished himself in the service
of James III by repelling an English fleet from the Forth and also withstanding their siege of Dumbarton. He
was knighted and given lands at Largo in Fife. Around 1495 he had a canal constructed that allowed him to
be conveyed, each Sunday, in his admiral's barge from his house to church! With no history of Scotland's
canals currently available Len Paterson set about researching them after the successful publication of his
history of the puffer trade having decided to re-assess the important part that Scotland's canals played in that
story. This engaging history covers the main canals: Caledonian, Crinan, Forth and Clyde, Monkland and
Union covering the last 40 years in particular detail as this is the period over which the canal system, against
the odds, had been revitalised. That is the overwhelming conclusion to the story that is now told in this
present volume.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Moore:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled From Sea to Sea: A History of the
Scottish Lowland and Highland Canals can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kathleen Dominguez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely From Sea to Sea: A History of the Scottish Lowland and Highland Canals.

Valentin Gonzalez:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The From Sea to Sea: A History of the Scottish Lowland and Highland Canals provide you with a
new experience in studying a book.

Raymond Floyd:

Beside this particular From Sea to Sea: A History of the Scottish Lowland and Highland Canals in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have From Sea to Sea: A History of the
Scottish Lowland and Highland Canals because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen
if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!
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