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In 1996, America abolished its long-standing welfare system in favor of a new and largely untried public
assistance program. Welfare as we knew it arose in turn from a previous generation's rejection of an even
earlier system of aid. That generation introduced welfare in order to eliminate orphanages.

This book examines the connection between the decline of the orphanage and the rise of welfare. Matthew
Crenson argues that the prehistory of the welfare system was played out not on the stage of national politics
or class conflict but in the micropolitics of institutional management. New arrangements for child welfare
policy emerged gradually as superintendents, visiting agents, and charity officials responded to the
difficulties that they encountered in running orphanages or creating systems that served as alternatives to
institutional care.

Crenson also follows the decades-long debate about the relative merits of family care or institutional care for
dependent children. Leaving poor children at home with their mothers emerged as the most generally
acceptable alternative to the orphanage, along with an ambitious new conception of social reform. Instead of
sheltering vulnerable children in institutions designed to transform them into virtuous citizens, the reformers
of the Progressive era tried to integrate poor children into the larger society, while protecting them from its
perils.
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From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this Building the Invisible Orphanage to
read.

Karen Martinez:

Typically the book Building the Invisible Orphanage has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Robert Rooks:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Building the Invisible Orphanage can
be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Pamela Stanley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Building the
Invisible Orphanage.
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