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Since the establishment of the Red Army in 1927, China's military has responded to profound changes in
Chinese society, particularly its domestic politics, shifting economy, and evolving threat perceptions.
Recently tensions between China and Taiwan and other east Asian nations have aroused great interest in the
extraordinary transformation and new capabilities of the Chinese army. In A History of the Modern Chinese
Army, Xiaobing Li, a former member of the People's Liberation Army (PLA), provides a comprehensive
examination of the PLA from the Cold War to the beginning of the twenty-first century that highlights the
military's central function in modern Chinese society. In the 1940s, the Chinese army was in its infancy, and
many soldiers were rural conscripts and volunteers who had received little formal schooling. The Chinese
military rapidly increased its mobility and weapon strength, and the Korean War and Cold War offered
intense combat experience that not only allowed soldiers to hone their fighting techniques but also helped
China to develop military tactics tailored to the surrounding countries whose armies posed the most
immediate threats. Yet even in the 1970s, the completion of a middle school education (nine years) was
considered above-average, and only 4 percent of the 224 top Chinese generals had any college credit hours.
However, in 1995 the high command began to institute massive reforms to transform the PLA from a labor-
intensive force into a technology-intensive army. Continually seeking more urban conscripts and
emphasizing higher education, the PLA Reserve Officer Training and Selection program recruited students
from across the nation. These reservists would become commissioned officers upon graduation, and they
majored in atomic physics, computer science, and electrical engineering. Grounding the text in previously
unreleased official Chinese government and military records as well as the personal testimonies of more than
two hundred PLA soldiers, Li charts the development of China's armed forces against the backdrop of
Chinese society, cultural traditions, political history, and recent technological advancements. A History of
the Modern Chinese Army links China's military modernization to the country's growing international and
economic power and provides a unique perspective on China's esttablishment and maintenance of one of the
world's most advanced military forces.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This A History of the Modern Chinese
Army is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Sandy Holiday:

This A History of the Modern Chinese Army are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this A History of the Modern Chinese Army can be on the list of great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A
History of the Modern Chinese Army forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Sandra Lowe:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. A History of the Modern Chinese Army can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who
have those short free time problems.

Stephen Morgan:

This A History of the Modern Chinese Army is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this A History of the Modern Chinese Army can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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