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Most of us think that valedictorians can write their own ticket. By reaching the top of their class they have
proven their merit, so their next logical step should be to attend the nation’s very best universities. Yet in Top
Student, Top School?, Alexandria Walton Radford, of RTI International, reveals that many valedictorians do
not enroll in prestigious institutions. Employing an original five-state study that surveyed nine hundred
public high school valedictorians, she sets out to determine when and why valedictorians end up at less
selective schools, showing that social class makes all the difference.

 

Radford traces valedictorians’ paths to college and presents damning evidence that high schools do not
provide sufficient guidance on crucial factors affecting college selection, such as reputation, financial aid,
and even the application process itself. Left in a bewildering environment of seemingly similar options,
many students depend on their parents for assistance—and this allows social class to rear its head and have a
profound impact on where students attend. Simply put, parents from less affluent backgrounds are far less
informed about differences in colleges’ quality, the college application process, and financial aid options,
which significantly limits their child’s chances of attending a competitive school, even when their child has
already managed to become valedictorian.

 

Top Student, Top School? pinpoints an overlooked yet critical juncture in the education process, one that
stands as a barrier to class mobility. By focusing solely on valedictorians, it shows that students’ paths
diverge by social class even when they are similarly well-prepared academically, and this divergence is
traceable to specific failures by society, failures that we can and should address.

Watch an interview of Alexandria Walton Radford discussing her book
here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F81c1D1BpY0
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

This Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians
Go to College without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where
Valedictorians Go to College can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Top Student, Top School?:
How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Handy:

The knowledge that you get from Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where
Valedictorians Go to College could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Top
Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College giving you joy feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having that Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class
Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College instantly.

Lisa Langlais:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one location to other place.

Miguel Penix:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College we can



acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a
book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with
this book Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College. You
can more pleasing than now.
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