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?Ko Un has long been a living legend in Korea, both as a poet and as a person. Allen Ginsberg once wrote,
‘Ko Un is a magnificent poet, combination of Buddhist cognoscente, passionate political libertarian, and
naturalist historian.’ Maninbo (Ten Thousand Lives) is the title of a remarkable collection of poems by Ko
Un, filling thirty volumes, a total of 4001 poems containing the names of 5600 people, which took 30 years
to complete. Ko Un first conceived the idea while confined in a solitary cell upon his arrest in May 1980, the
first volumes appeared in 1986, and the project was completed 25 years after publication began, in 2010.
Unsure whether he might be executed or not, he found his mind filling with memories of the people he had
met or heard of during his life. Finally, he made a vow that, if he were released from prison, he would write
poems about each of them. In part this would be a means of rescuing from oblivion countless lives that
would otherwise be lost, and also it would serve to offer a vision of the history of Korea as it has been lived
by its entire population through the centuries. A selection from the first 10 volumes of Maninbo relating to
Ko Un’s village childhood was published in the US in 2006 by Green Integer under the title Ten Thousand
Lives. This edition is a selection from volumes 11 to 20, with the last half of the book focused on the
sufferings of the Korean people during the Korean War. Essentially narrative, each poem offers a brief
glimpse of an individual’s life. Some span an entire existence, some relate a brief moment. Some are
celebrations of remarkable lives, others recall terrible events and inhuman beings. Some poems are
humorous, others are dark commemorations of unthinkable incidents. They span the whole of Korean
history, from earliest pre-history to the present time. Poetry Book Society Recommended Translation.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salazar:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Maninbo: Peace & War. All type of
book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Julie Harris:

The experience that you get from Maninbo: Peace & War will be the more deep you looking the information
that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to recognise but Maninbo: Peace & War giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that Maninbo: Peace & War instantly.

Rita Beatty:

The reason why? Because this Maninbo: Peace & War is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Harold Thompson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Maninbo: Peace & War was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Maninbo: Peace & War has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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