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Anthropologists widely agree that identities--even ethnic and racial ones--are socially constructed. Less
understood are the processes by which social identities are conceived and developed. Legalizing Identities
shows how law can successfully serve as the impetus for the transformation of cultural practices and
collective identity. Through ethnographic, historical, and legal analysis of successful claims to land by two
neighboring black communities in the backlands of northeastern Brazil, Jan Hoffman French demonstrates
how these two communities have come to distinguish themselves from each other while revising and
retelling their histories and present-day stories.

French argues that the invocation of laws by these related communities led to the emergence of two different
identities: one indigenous (Xoco Indian) and the other quilombo (descendants of a fugitive African slave
community). With the help of the Catholic Church, government officials, lawyers, anthropologists, and
activists, each community won government recognition and land rights, and displaced elite landowners. This
was accomplished even though anthropologists called upon to assess the validity of their claims recognized
that their identities were "constructed." The positive outcome of their claims demonstrates that authenticity is
not a prerequisite for identity. French draws from this insight a more sweeping conclusion that, far from
being evidence of inauthenticity, processes of construction form the basis of all identities and may have
important consequences for social justice.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Cochran:

This Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United
States) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or
Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States) without we know teach the one who
reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Legalizing Identities:
Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States) can bring whenever
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural
Studies of the United States) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Linda Banks:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One
of them is this Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the
United States).

Peggy Nunes:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian in
Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Nicole Montes:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast
(Cultural Studies of the United States) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your



knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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