
Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and
American Literary Realism (United States)

Henry B. Wonham

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00WBN50CC
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00WBN50CC
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00WBN50CC


Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary
Realism (United States)

Henry B. Wonham

Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United States) Henry B.
Wonham
Why did so many of the writers who aligned themselves with the social and aesthetic aims of American
literary realism rely on stock conventions of ethnic caricature in their treatment of immigrant and African-
American figures? As a self-described tool of the democratic spirit, designed to prick the bubble of abstract
types, literary realism would seem to have little in common with the aggressively dehumanizing comic
imagery that began to proliferate in magazines and newspapers after the Civil War. Indeed, critics such as
Alain Locke hailed realisms potential to accomplish the artistic emancipation of the Negro, a project that
logically extended to other groups systematically misrepresented in the comic imagery of the period. From
the influential Editors Study at Harpers Monthly, William Dean Howells touted the democratic impulse of
realist imagery as an alternative to romanticisms pride of caste, which is averse to the mass of men and
consents to know them only in some conventionalized and artificial guise. Yet if literary realism pursued the
interests of democracy by affirming the equality of things and the unity of men, why did its major
practitioners, including Howells himself, regularly employ comic typification as a feature of their
representational practice? Critics have often dismissed such apparent lapses in realist practice as blind spots,
vestiges of a genteel social consciousness that failed to keep pace with realisms avowed democratic
aspirations. Such explanations are useful to a point, but they overlook the fact that the age of realism in
American art and letters was simultaneously the great age of ethnic caricature. Henry B. Wonham argues that
these two aesthetic programs, one committed to representation of the fully humanized individual, the other
invested in broad ethnic abstractions, operate less as antithetical choices than as complementary impulses,
both of which receive full play within the periods most demanding literary and graphic works. The
seemingly anomalous presence of gross ethnic abstractions within works by Howells, Twain, James,
Wharton, and Chesnutt hints at realisms vexed and complicated relationship with the caricatured ethnic
images that played a central role in late nineteenth-century American thinking about race, identity, and
national culture. In illuminating that relationship, Playing the Races offers a fresh understanding of the rich
literary discourse conceived at the intersection of the realist and the caricatured image.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Capps:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American
Literary Realism (United States).

Dawn Bliss:

The reserve with title Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United States)
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Doug Martin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism
(United States) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price
is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Anthony Koch:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American
Literary Realism (United States) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one
book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Playing the Races:
Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United States).



Download and Read Online Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature
and American Literary Realism (United States) Henry B. Wonham
#6KZR2FWCGJ3



Read Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary
Realism (United States) by Henry B. Wonham for online ebook

Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United States) by Henry B. Wonham
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American
Literary Realism (United States) by Henry B. Wonham books to read online.

Online Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United
States) by Henry B. Wonham ebook PDF download

Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United States) by Henry B.
Wonham Doc

Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United States) by Henry B. Wonham Mobipocket

Playing the Races: Ethnic Caricature and American Literary Realism (United States) by Henry B. Wonham EPub


