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The former Prime Minister examines the early history of one of the great loves of his life in a book that sheds
new light on the summer game’s social origins.

All his life John Major has loved cricket. In ‘More Than a Game’ he examines it from its origins up to the
coming of the First World War. Along the way he considers the crucial role of the wealthy patrons who
gambled huge sums on early matches; the truth behind the legends that have grown up around the famous
Hambledon Club; changes in rules and techniques, including the transition from underarm to overarm
bowling; the long-standing, but often blurred, distinction between 'gentlemen' and 'players'; the coming of
the MCC and its role as the supreme arbiter of the game; the spread of cricket throughout the British Empire;
and the emergence of the county game and international competition.

It is a story rich in anecdote and colourful characters. Many of the great names from the 'Golden Age' of
cricket – C.B. Fry, Ranjitsinhji, 'Demon' Spofforth and of course the towering figure of W.G. Grace – are
still well-known today. But long before then the game already had its stars: men like the Kentish innkeeper's
son 'Lumpy' Stevens, who played at the highest level until he was nearly sixty; 'Silver Billy' Beldham, who
was taught how to play by a gingerbread baker; the notoriously avaricious and ill-tempered Lord Frederic
Beauclerk, a direct descendant of Charles II and Nell Gwynne; and the mighty 'Lion of Kent' Alfred Mynn.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Williams:

The book More Than A Game: The Story of Cricket's Early Years can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book More Than A Game: The Story of
Cricket's Early Years? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book More Than
A Game: The Story of Cricket's Early Years has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mack Washburn:

More Than A Game: The Story of Cricket's Early Years can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing More Than A Game: The
Story of Cricket's Early Years but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Ellis Cook:

This More Than A Game: The Story of Cricket's Early Years is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having More Than A
Game: The Story of Cricket's Early Years in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that
will?

Kenneth Flowers:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually More Than A Game: The Story of Cricket's Early
Years. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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