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Should the majority always rule? If not, how should the rights of minorities be protected? In Moral
Minorities and the Making of American Democracy, Kyle G. Volk unearths the origins of modern ideas and
practices of minority-rights politics. Focusing on controversies spurred by the explosion of grassroots moral
reform in the early nineteenth century, he shows how a motley but powerful array of self-understood
minorities reshaped American democracy as they battled laws regulating Sabbath observance, alcohol, and
interracial contact. Proponents justified these measures with the "democratic" axiom of majority rule. In
response, immigrants, black northerners, abolitionists, liquor dealers, Catholics, Jews, Seventh-day Baptists,
and others articulated a different vision of democracy requiring the protection of minority rights. These
moral minorities prompted a generation of Americans to reassess whether "majority rule" was truly the
essence of democracy, and they ensured that majority tyranny would no longer be just the fear of elites and
slaveholders. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth-century, minority rights became the concern of a wide range
of Americans attempting to live in an increasingly diverse nation.

Volk reveals that driving this vast ideological reckoning was the emergence of America's tradition of popular
minority-rights politics. To challenge hostile laws and policies, moral minorities worked outside of political
parties and at the grassroots. They mobilized elite and ordinary people to form networks of dissent and some
of America's first associations dedicated to the protection of minority rights. They lobbied officials and used
constitutions and the common law to initiate "test cases" before local and appellate courts. Indeed, the moral
minorities of the mid-nineteenth century pioneered fundamental methods of political participation and legal
advocacy that subsequent generations of civil-rights and civil-liberties activists would adopt and that are
widely used today.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

The book Moral Minorities and the Making of American Democracy make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Moral
Minorities and the Making of American Democracy being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like available and read a reserve Moral Minorities and the Making of American Democracy. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
book?

Clara Reece:

The publication with title Moral Minorities and the Making of American Democracy contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Steven Craig:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Moral Minorities and the Making of American Democracy.

Nancy Soto:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Moral Minorities and the Making of American Democracy will give you
new experience in studying a book.
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