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This work explores the social foundation of evidence law in a specific historical social and cultural context -
the debate concerning the proof of the crime of witchcraft in early modern England. In this period the
question of how to prove the crime of witchcraft was the centre of a public debate and even those who
strongly believed in the reality of witchcraft had considerable concerns regarding its proof. In a typical
witchcraft crime there were no eyewitnesses, and since torture was not a standard measure in English
criminal trials, confessions could not be easily obtained. The scarcity of evidence left the fact-finders with a
pressing dilemma. On the one hand, using the standard evidentiary methods might have jeopardized any
chance of prosecuting and convicting extremely dangerous criminals. On the other hand, lowering the
evidentiary standards might have led to the conviction of innocent people. Based on the analysis of 157
primary sources, the book presents a picture of a diverse society whose members tried to influence
evidentiary techniques to achieve their distinct goals and to bolster their social standing. In so doing this
book further uncovers the interplay between the struggle with the evidentiary dilemma and social
characteristics (such as class, position along the centre/periphery axis and the professional affiliation) of the
participants in the debate. In particular, attention is focused on the professions of law, clergy and medicine.
This book finds clear affinity between the professional affiliation and the evidentiary positions of the
participants in the debate, demonstrating how the diverse social players and groups employed evidentiary
strategies as a resource, to mobilize their interests. The witchcraft debate took place within the formative era
of modern evidence law, and the book highlights the mutual influences between the witch trials and major
legal developments.
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From reader reviews:

David Busby:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Marks of an Absolute Witch: Evidentiary
Dilemmas in Early Modern England book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shirley Dildy:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Marks of an Absolute Witch: Evidentiary Dilemmas in Early Modern England.

Agatha Roughton:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is Marks of an Absolute Witch: Evidentiary Dilemmas in Early Modern England.

Caroline Edwards:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Marks of an Absolute Witch: Evidentiary Dilemmas in Early Modern England can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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