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Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930, is the first book to explore fully the British obsession with
Gypsies throughout the nineteenth century and into the twentieth. Deborah Epstein Nord traces various
representations of Gypsies in the works of such well-known British authors John Clare, Walter Scott,
William Wordsworth, George Eliot, Arthur Conan Doyle, and D. H. Lawrence. Nord also exhumes lesser-
known literary, ethnographic, and historical texts, exploring the fascinating histories of nomadic writer
George Borrow, the Gypsy Lore Society, Dora Yates, and other rarely examined figures and institutions.

Gypsies were both idealized and reviled by Victorian and early-twentieth-century Britons. Associated with
primitive desires, lawlessness, cunning, and sexual excess, Gypsies were also objects of antiquarian, literary,
and anthropological interest. As Nord demonstrates, British writers and artists drew on Gypsy characters and
plots to redefine and reconstruct cultural and racial difference, national and personal identity, and the
individual's relationship to social and sexual orthodoxies. Gypsies were long associated with pastoral
conventions and, in the nineteenth century, came to stand in for the ancient British past. Using myths of
switched babies, Gypsy kidnappings, and the Gypsies' murky origins, authors projected onto Gypsies their
own desires to escape convention and their anxieties about the ambiguities of identity.

The literary representations that Nord examines have their roots in the interplay between the notion of
Gypsies as a separate, often despised race and the psychic or aesthetic desire to dissolve the boundary
between English and Gypsy worlds. By the beginning of the twentieth century, she argues, romantic
identification with Gypsies had hardened into caricature-a phenomenon reflected in D. H. Lawrence's The
Virgin and the Gipsy-and thoroughly obscured the reality of Gypsy life and history.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Gypsies and the
British Imagination, 1807-1930? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Kathleen Bonds:

The knowledge that you get from Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 will be the more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Gypsies and the British
Imagination, 1807-1930 instantly.

Eileen Moore:

This Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 is brand new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Gypsies and the British
Imagination, 1807-1930 can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
along with knowledge.

Sue Randall:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Gypsies and the British



Imagination, 1807-1930.
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