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When W. Kerr Scott (1896--1958) began his campaign for the North Carolina gubernatorial seat in 1948, his
opponents derided his candidacy as a farce. However, the plainspoken dairy farmer quickly gathered loyal
supporters and mobilized a grassroots attack on the entrenched interests that had long controlled the state
government, winning the race in a historic upset.

In this meticulously researched book, Julian M. Pleasants traces Scott's productive and controversial political
career, from his years as North Carolina commissioner of agriculture, through his governorship (1949--
1953), to his brief tenure as a U.S. senator (1954--1958). Scott was elected at a time when southern liberals
were on the rise in post--World War II America. McCarthyism and civil rights agitation soon overwhelmed
progressivism, but the trend lasted long enough for the straight-talking "Squire from Haw River" to enact
major reforms and establish a reputation as one of the more interesting and influential southern politicians of
the twentieth century.

Scott introduced groundbreaking legislation that placed the Tar Heel State at the forefront of the southern
economy, improving roads, schools, and medical facilities while widening access to electric and phone
service. Scott was also relatively socially progressive and made significant appointments of women, African
Americans, and liberals to positions of influence and power. This long-overdue look at his political career
illuminates the spirit that transformed an introspective, segregated society dependent on tobacco and textiles
into a vibrant, diversified economy at the center of the industrial, banking, and information revolution in the
South.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will want this The Political Career of W. Kerr Scott: The Squire from Haw River (New Directions in
Southern History).

Ruth Lynch:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book The Political Career of W. Kerr Scott: The Squire from Haw
River (New Directions in Southern History) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Political Career of
W. Kerr Scott: The Squire from Haw River (New Directions in Southern History) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The Political Career of W. Kerr
Scott: The Squire from Haw River (New Directions in Southern History). You never truly feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Roberta Granger:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take The Political Career of W. Kerr Scott: The Squire from Haw River (New
Directions in Southern History) as your daily resource information.

Carlton Little:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The The Political Career of W. Kerr Scott: The Squire from Haw River (New



Directions in Southern History) provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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