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The post-classical compilation known to modern scholarship as the Latin Anthology contains a collection of
a hundred riddles, each consisting of three hexameters and preceded by a lemma. It would seem from the
preface to this collection that they were composed extempore at a dinner to celebrate the Roman Saturnalia.
The work was to have a defining influence on later collections of riddles; yet its title (probably the
Aenigmata) has been debated, and almost nothing is known about its author: questions have even been asked
about his name (Symphosius?) and date (4th-5th centuruy AD?).

In this edition of the riddles, the Introducion discusses the work's title and its author's identity: as well as his
name and date, it considers his national origin (North African?) and intellectual background (a professional
grammarian?), and argues that he was not Christian, as has been suggested. It examines the Saturnalian
background to the work, setting it in its sociological context, and discusses the author's literary debts –
especially to Martial. The Introduction also explores the author's ordering and arrangement of the riddles,
discusses his literary style, Latinity and metre, and comments briefly on his Nachleben. It concludes with a
survey of the textual tradition. The commentary on each riddle includes a translation, general notes on the
object it describes (with reference, as necessary, to museums and artefacts), and discussion of how it fits into
the ordering of the collection, of variant readings and, with suitable illustration, of literary, stylistic and
metrical considerations. Other areas, such as history and mythology, are also covered where relevant.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Alvarez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Symphosius
The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Sonia Cramer:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and
Commentary ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and
Commentary is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book
Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Roger Lee:

This book untitled Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Gloria Castaldo:

The reason why? Because this Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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