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Why sports? What is their function in society, how are they organized, and why do people participate? This
groundbreaking volume is filled with descriptive data relating to these questions and many others, and it does
what none has done previously, by bringing together an edited collection of essays that describe and compare
sport in twelve Asian and African nations from a social science perspective. Written by an international team
of anthropologists, sociologists, political scientists, and physical educators, these chapters are not accounts
by scholars viewing sport from afar; each writer is either a native of the country or has spent extensive time
there teaching and/or conducting research. For ease of comparison, each chapter adheres to a common
format, beginning with an historical overview of the development of sport in that country that focuses on
indigenous traditional sports, the development of modern sports, and the place of contemporary sports. A
description of the way sports are organized follows and includes discussions of the role of schools and
government involvement. Next, where data were available, the authors evaluated levels of sports
participation, including such variables as age, gender, social class, and urban or rural residence. An account
is also presented of the nature of participation and success of the country in international sports competitions.
Each chapter closes with an insightful appraisal of the future of sport in that country.

Seven figures and more than 25 tables facilitate comparisons, as does the editor's introductory essay that
provides an overview of the following chapters. In the second introductory essay, Ruud Stokvis examines the
process of international diffusion of sport, arguing that changes in sport participation patterns in countries
over time reflect changes both in the world system and in the class structure of modernizing societies. Sport
in Asia and Africa makes its substantial contribution to social science literature by enhancing cross-cultural
understanding of sport as a vital social institution, and its voluminous descriptive data will surely be a
catalyst in the evolution of further theories about the interrelationship of sport and society. A source of up-
to-date sociological data, Wagner's superb reference will be an important resource for libraries, international
studies programs, programs dealing with Asia and Africa, and physical education and sociology courses that
examine sport in a comparative perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Sport in Asia and Africa: A
Comparative Handbook is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Hubert Ray:

This Sport in Asia and Africa: A Comparative Handbook are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Sport in Asia and Africa: A Comparative
Handbook can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Sport in Asia and Africa: A Comparative Handbook forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kathy Donnelly:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sport in Asia and Africa: A
Comparative Handbook book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Sport in Asia and
Africa: A Comparative Handbook as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is
one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Juan Jensen:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Sport in Asia and Africa: A Comparative Handbook. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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