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Does history matter? This book argues not that history matters, but that Islamic history does. This Very Short
Introduction introduces the story of Islamic history; the controversies surrounding its study; and the
significance that it holds - for Muslims and for non-Muslims alike.

Opening with a lucid overview of the rise and spread of Islam, from the seventh to twenty first century, the
book charts the evolution of what was originally a small, localised community of believers into an
international religion with over a billion adherents.
Chapters are also dedicated to the peoples - Arabs, Persians, and Turks - who shaped Islamic history, and to
three representative institutions - the mosque, jihad, and the caliphate - that highlight Islam's diversity over
time.

Finally, the roles that Islamic history has played in both religious and political contexts are analysed, while
stressing the unique status that history enjoys amongst Muslims, especially compared to its lowly place in
Western societies where history is often seen as little more than something that is not to be repeated.

Some of the questions that will be answered are:

· How did Islam arise from the obscurity of seventh century Arabia to the headlines of twenty first century
media?
· How do we know what we claim to know about Islam's rise and development?
· Why does any of this matter, either to Muslims or to non-Muslims?

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

The reason why? Because this Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Louis Jackson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Paula Daniels:

You may get this Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Dennis Jenkins:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Islamic History:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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