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A prose poem is a poem written in prose rather than verse. But what does that really mean? Is it an
indefinable hybrid? An anomaly in the history of poetry? Are the very words "prose poem" an oxymoron?
This groundbreaking anthology edited by celebrated poet David Lehman, editor of The Best American Poetry
series, traces the form in all its dazzling variety from Poe and Emerson to Auden and Ashbery and on, right
up to the present.

In his brilliant and lucid introduction, Lehman explains that a prose poem can make use of all the strategies
and tactics of poetry, but works in sentences rather than lines. He also summarizes the prose poem's French
heritage, its history in the United States, and the salient differences between verse and prose. Arranged
chronologically to allow readers to trace the gradual development of this hybrid genre, the poems
anthologized here include important works from such masters of American literature as Gertrude Stein,
William Carlos Williams, e. e. cummings, Hart Crane, Ernest Hemingway, James Schuyler, Allen Ginsberg,
Frank O'Hara, and Elizabeth Bishop. Contemporary mainstays and emerging poets -- Robert Bly, John
Ashbery, Charles Simic, Billy Collins, Russell Edson, James Tate, Anne Carson, Yusef Komunyakaa, and
Lydia Davis, among them -- are represented with their best work in the field.

The prose poem is beginning to enjoy a tremendous upswing in popularity. Readers of this marvelous
collection, a must-have for anyone interested in the current state of the art, will learn why.
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From reader reviews:

Adria Jenkins:

The experience that you get from Great American Prose Poems: From Poe to the Present is the more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Great American Prose Poems: From Poe to the Present giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Great American Prose Poems: From Poe
to the Present instantly.

Allen Scheiber:

This Great American Prose Poems: From Poe to the Present is great publication for you because the content
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Great American Prose Poems: From Poe to the Present in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within
ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

William Johnson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Great American Prose Poems: From Poe to the Present can
give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Great American Prose Poems: From
Poe to the Present.

Henry Baker:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Great American Prose Poems: From Poe to the Present was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Great American Prose Poems:
From Poe to the Present has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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