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Most Sub-Saharan African countries try to promote rural electrification through both centralized and
decentralized approaches. This guide focuses on the decentralized approach, providing practical guidance on
how small power producers and mini-grid operators can deliver both electrification and renewable energy in
rural areas. It describes four basic types of on- and off-grid small power producers, as well as several hybrid
combinations that are emerging in Africa and elsewhere. The guide highlights the ground-level regulatory
and policy questions that must be answered by electricity regulators, rural energy agencies, and ministries to
promote commercially sustainable investments by private operators and community organizations.

Among the practical questions addressed is how to design and implement retail tariffs, quality of service
standards, feed-in tariffs, and backup tariffs. The guide also analyzes the regulatory implementation issues
triggered by donor grants and so-called top-up payments. It provides a primer for nonengineers on
interconnection and operating standards for small power producers connected to main grids and isolated
mini-grids. It analyzes whether the option of small power distributors, used widely in Asia, could be
employed in Sub-Saharan Africa, and addresses two often ignored questions: what to do 'when the big grid
connects to the little grid' and how to practice light-handed regulation. Finally, the guide considers the
threshold question of when to regulate and when to deregulate tariffs. All these implementation issues are
presented with specific ground-level options and recommendations rather than just general pronouncements.

In addition, to make the discussion more useful to practitioners, the guide provides numerous real-world
examples of successful and unsuccessful regulatory and policy actions taken in Kenya, South Africa, and
Tanzania, as well as Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. Many of the decisions are inherently controversial
because they directly affect the economic interests of investors and consumers. The guide highlights rather
than hides these real-world controversies by drawing upon candid comments of key stakeholders—national
utility managers, mini-grid operators, government officials, and and consumers.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Ryerson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this From the Bottom Up:
How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa
(Directions in Development), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Michael Vogel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book From the Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids
Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in Development) it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

David Swanson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping From the Bottom
Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in
Africa (Directions in Development) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick From the Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers
and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in Development)
become your starter.



Jane Rippeon:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this From the Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and
Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in Development) can make you feel more interested to read.
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