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This is the first book to explore the causes of the decline of British manufacturing in the 20th century by
focusing on the troubled relationship between banks and small firms in a comparative historical perspective.
Since the mid-1970s, the 'rediscovery' of small firms and of the important role they have played in the
economies of continental Europe have occupied a substantial part of the literature on the sources of
economic competitiveness. In Britain, the relationship between banks and industry has been the object of
intense speculation since before the First World War. Since then banks have been accused by the business
community, academics and politicians of neglecting industrial finance and by doing so of reducing the
competitiveness of British firms. By comparing the rise of small firms in France, Germany and Italy and
their decline in Britain this book analyses how the structure of these countries' banking systems has affected
small firms' growth. This analysis is placed in the historical context of the political economy of these four
countries, to show how banking and industrial structures developed over the century as a consequence of the
state's need to mediate between different social and economic groups. This approach allows the author to
show why British banking came to be so concentrated and the negative impact that this had on the supply of
finance to small firms. The experiences of France, Germany and Italy show alternative structures and policy
responses towards small firms.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

The book Europe's Advantage: Banks and Small Firms in Britain, France, Germany, and Italy since 1918
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Europe's Advantage: Banks and Small Firms in Britain, France,
Germany, and Italy since 1918 to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
publication Europe's Advantage: Banks and Small Firms in Britain, France, Germany, and Italy since 1918.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Graciela Tubbs:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Europe's Advantage: Banks
and Small Firms in Britain, France, Germany, and Italy since 1918 book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mohammad Darling:

Europe's Advantage: Banks and Small Firms in Britain, France, Germany, and Italy since 1918 can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Europe's Advantage: Banks and Small Firms in Britain, France, Germany, and Italy
since 1918 although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new
stage of crucial pondering.

Laura McCallum:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Europe's Advantage: Banks and Small Firms in Britain, France, Germany, and Italy



since 1918 this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is
why this book ideal all of you.
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