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When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural Revolution Shu Jiang Lu
Depicts the Cultural Revolution through stories in a variety of voices.

Set against China’s turbulent years between the early 1960s and the late 1970s, When Huai Flowers Bloom
is the literary memoir of a young girl who manages to sustain love, imagination, and strength during this
most chaotic time. With twelve separate yet interconnected stories, Shu Jiang Lu alternates between
storyteller and listener as she relays haunting memories and explores the devastating effect of Mao’s
anticultural Cultural Revolution. Lu weaves together the voices of multiple real and fantastic characters: her
parents and their treasured yet forbidden bookcase; the mysterious vendors beckoning from Pear Flower
Alley; the immortal martial hero; the reactionary opera singer and the black demon novelist; the whispering
ghost and dancing fairy; and the author herself, discovering her storyteller’s voice in the military camps of
her youth. When Huai Flowers Bloom is a poignant, persistent journey toward voice and freedom.

“It is hard not to have sympathy for the characters in Lu’s life … A reader … cannot help but think of our
luck in being born 12,000 miles from … the murderous destruction … that harassed a whole generation of
Chinese intellectuals …Few of us would have survived; that Lu did so … is part of the magic that flowers in
the book.” — RALPH (Review of Arts, Literature, Philosophy, & Humanities)

“Lu has written eloquent vignettes of people she knew who experienced China’s recent tragic madness …
[and] helps us remember the immense cost paid by millions of individuals to satisfy the whims of a few at
the top.” — St. Louis Post-Dispatch

“…a collection of 12 beautifully lyrical tales that combine memoir with fiction and reveal the suffering and
redemption of one of history’s most fascinating times.” — The San Diego Union-Tribune

“A soulful and beautiful addition to all the Cultural Revolution literature that has come before it and
afterwards. I couldn’t put it down.” — Da Chen, author of Brothers: A Novel

“Lu’s voice is quiet, gentle, questioning, yet wise, even when she is recounting very dire events.” —
Elizabeth Hodges, author of What the River Means

Shu Jiang Lu is Associate Professor of English at the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Gallien:

The book When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural Revolution make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural Revolution being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like available and read a book When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the
Cultural Revolution. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kathleen Young:

This When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural Revolution are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural Revolution
can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural Revolution giving you an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Sue Eldred:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the
Cultural Revolution, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Garry Brown:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural
Revolution or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science



publication, any other book likes When Huai Flowers Bloom: Stories of the Cultural Revolution to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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