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Written by John Ferling, one of America's leading historians of the Revolutionary era, The First of Men
offers an illuminating portrait of George Washington's life, with emphasis on his military and political
career.

Here is a riveting account that captures Washington in all his complexity, recounting not only Washington's
familiar sterling qualities--courage, industry, ability to make difficult decisions, ceaseless striving for self-
improvement, love of his family and loyalty to friends--but also his less well known character flaws. Indeed,
as Ferling shows, Washington had to overcome many negative traits as he matured into a leader. The young
Washington was accused of ingratitude and certain of his letters from this period read as if they were written
by "a pompous martinet and a whining, petulant brat." As commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, he
lost his temper more than once and indulged flatterers. Aaron Burr found him "a boring, colorless person."
As president, he often believed the worst about individual officials. Ferling concludes that Washington's
personality and temperament were those of "a self-centered and self-absorbed man, one who since youth had
exhibited a fragile self-esteem." And yet he managed to realize virtually every grand design he ever
conceived. Ferling's Washington is driven, fired by ambition, envy, and dreams of fame and fortune. Yet his
leadership and character galvanized the American Revolution--probably no one else could have kept the war
going until the master stroke at Yorktown--and helped the fledgling nation take, and survive, its first
unsteady steps.

This superb paperback makes available once again an unflinchingly honest and compelling biography of the
father of our country.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Miller:

The book The First of Men: A Life of George Washington make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The First of Men: A
Life of George Washington to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open
up and read a publication The First of Men: A Life of George Washington. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Matilda Greiner:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The First of Men: A Life of George
Washington or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The First of Men: A Life of George Washington to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Judith Judd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The First of
Men: A Life of George Washington.

Jolene Rivera:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which
filled update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the The First of Men: A Life of George Washington when you essential it?
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