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Sin, often defined as a violation of divine will, remains a crucial idea in contemporary moral and religious
discourse. However, the apparent familiarity of the concept obscures its origins within the history of Western
religious thought. Joseph Lam examines a watershed moment in the development of sin as an idea-namely,
within the language and culture of ancient Israel-by examining the primary metaphors used for sin in the
Hebrew Bible. Drawing from contemporary theoretical insights coming out of linguistics and philosophy of
language, this book identifies four patterns of metaphor that pervade the biblical texts: sin as burden, sin as
an account, sin as path or direction, and sin as stain or impurity. In exploring the permutations of these
metaphors and their development within the biblical corpus, Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible offers a
compelling account of how a religious and theological concept emerges out of the everyday thought-world of
ancient Israel, while breaking new ground in its approach to metaphor in ancient texts. Far from being a
timeless, stable concept, sin becomes intelligible only when situated in the matrix of ancient Israelite culture.
In other words, sin is not as simple as it might seem.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

The book Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the Making of a Religious Concept
has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Marilyn Chambers:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Patterns of Sin in the
Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the Making of a Religious Concept, you may enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Chris Walker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible: Metaphor,
Culture, and the Making of a Religious Concept e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Patterns
of Sin in the Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the Making of a Religious Concept as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Abel Cooke:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and
the Making of a Religious Concept was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the Making of a Religious Concept has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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