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On February 20, 1665, the Inquisition of Lisbon arrested Maria de Macedo, the wife of a midlevel official of
the Portuguese Treasury, after she revealed during a deposition that, since she was ten years old, an
enchanted Moor had frequently taken her to a magical castle in the legendary land of wonders known as the
Hidden Isle. The island paradise was also the home of Sebastian, the former king of Portugal (1557-1578),
who had died in battle in Morocco while on crusade in 1578. His body remained undiscovered, however, and
in a grass-roots movement known as Sebastianism, many people in seventeenth-century Portugal---including
Maria---eagerly awaited his return in glory. In Judging Maria de Macedo, Bryan Givens offers a
microhistorical examination of Maria's trial before the Inquisition in Lisbon in 1665-1666, providing an
intriguing glimpse into Portugese culture at the time. Maria's trial record includes a unique piece of evidence:
a pamphlet she dictated to her husband fifteen years before her arrest. In the pamphlet, reproduced in its
entirety in the book, Maria recounts in considerable detail her journeys to the Hidden Isle and her discussions
with the people there, King Sebastian in particular. Not all of the components of Maria's vision were
messianic in nature or even Christian in origin; her beliefs therefore represent a unique synthesis of disparate
cultural elements in play in seventeenth-century Portugal. Because the pamphlet antedates the Inquisition's
involvement in Maria=s case, it offers a rare example of a non-elite voice preserved without any mediation
from an elite institution such as the Inquisition, as is the case with most early modern judicial records. In
addition to analyzing Maria de Macedo's vision, Givens also uses the trial record to gain insight into the
values, concerns, and motives of the Inquisitors in their judgment of her unusual case. He thus not only
examines separately two important subcultures in early modern Portugal, but also analyzes how they
interacted with each other. Introducing a rare feminine voice from the early modern period, Judging Maria de
Macedo opens a singular window onto seventeenth-century Portuguese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Whitaker:

Here thing why that Judging Maria de Macedo: A Female Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern
Portugal are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Judging Maria de
Macedo: A Female Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Judging
Maria de Macedo: A Female Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Judging Maria de Macedo: A Female Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal in e-book can
be your alternate.

Mary Sylvester:

This Judging Maria de Macedo: A Female Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Judging Maria de Macedo: A Female Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal can be on the
list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone
with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Judging Maria
de Macedo: A Female Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Alexander Ray:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Judging Maria de Macedo: A Female
Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Keely Charles:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that



usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Judging Maria de Macedo: A Female
Visionary and the Inquisition in Early Modern Portugal, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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