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Challenging widely held assumptions about postwar gay male culture and politics, Homosexuality in Cold
War America examines how gay men in the 1950s resisted pressures to remain in the closet. Robert J. Corber
argues that a form of gay male identity emerged in the 1950s that simultaneously drew on and transcended
left-wing opposition to the Cold War cultural and political consensus. Combining readings of novels, plays,
and films of the period with historical research into the national security state, the growth of the suburbs, and
postwar consumer culture, Corber examines how gay men resisted the "organization man" model of
masculinity that rose to dominance in the wake of World War II.
By exploring the representation of gay men in film noir, Corber suggests that even as this Hollywood genre
reinforced homophobic stereotypes, it legitimized the gay male "gaze." He emphasizes how film noir’s
introduction of homosexual characters countered the national "project" to render gay men invisible, and
marked a deep subversion of the Cold War mentality. Corber then considers the work of gay male writers
Tennessee Williams, Gore Vidal, and James Baldwin, demonstrating how these authors declined to represent
homosexuality as a discrete subculture and instead promoted a model of political solidarity rooted in the
shared experience of oppression. Homosexuality in Cold War America reveals that the ideological critique of
the dominant culture made by gay male authors of the 1950s laid the foundation for the gay liberation
movement of the following decade.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

The book Homosexuality in Cold War America: Resistance and the Crisis of Masculinity (New
Americanists) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make reading a book Homosexuality in Cold War America: Resistance and the Crisis
of Masculinity (New Americanists) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
start and read a guide Homosexuality in Cold War America: Resistance and the Crisis of Masculinity (New
Americanists). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Zoe Harris:

The book with title Homosexuality in Cold War America: Resistance and the Crisis of Masculinity (New
Americanists) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jose Coleman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Homosexuality in Cold War
America: Resistance and the Crisis of Masculinity (New Americanists) which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.

Paul Mendosa:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Homosexuality in Cold War America:
Resistance and the Crisis of Masculinity (New Americanists) to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication Homosexuality in Cold War
America: Resistance and the Crisis of Masculinity (New Americanists) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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