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The Utilitarians were one of the targets of this novel. Utilitarianism was a prevalent school of thought during
this period, its founders being Jeremy Bentham and James Mill, father to political theorist John Stuart Mill.
Theoretical Utilitarian ethics hold that promotion of general social welfare is the ultimate goal for the
individual and society in general: "the greatest amount of happiness for the greatest number of people."
Dickens believed that in practical terms, the pursuit of a totally rationalised society could lead to great
misery.
Bentham's former secretary, Edwin Chadwick, helped design the Poor Law of 1834, which deliberately made
workhouse life as uncomfortable as possible. In the novel, this is conveyed in Bitzer's response to
Gradgrind's appeal for compassion.
Dickens was appalled by what was, in his interpretation, a selfish philosophy, which was combined with
materialist laissez-faire capitalism in the education of some children at the time, as well as in industrial
practices. In Dickens's interpretation, the prevalence of utilitarian values in educational institutions promoted
contempt between mill owners and workers, creating young adults whose imaginations had been neglected,
due to an over-emphasis on facts at the expense of more imaginative pursuits.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Hard Times (Illustrated).

Mildred Ortiz:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Hard Times
(Illustrated) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sandra Williams:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Hard Times (Illustrated) is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Maxine Whitley:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Hard Times (Illustrated) is simple to create
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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