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At the outset of World War II, California agriculture seemed to be on the cusp of change. Many Californians,
reacting to the ravages of the Great Depression, called for a radical reorientation of the highly exploitative
labor relations that had allowed the state to become such a productive farming frontier. But with the
importation of the first braceros—"guest workers" from Mexico hired on an "emergency" basis after the
United States entered the war—an even more intense struggle ensued over how agriculture would be
conducted in the state. Esteemed geographer Don Mitchell argues that by delineating the need for cheap,
flexible farm labor as a problem and solving it via the importation of relatively disempowered migrant
workers, an alliance of growers and government actors committed the United States to an agricultural system
that is, in important respects, still with us.

They Saved the Crops is a theoretically rich and stylistically innovative account of grower rapaciousness,
worker militancy, rampant corruption, and bureaucratic bias. Mitchell shows that growers, workers, and
officials confronted a series of problems that shaped—and were shaped by—the landscape itself. For
growers, the problem was finding the right kind of labor at the right price at the right time. Workers
struggled for survival and attempted to win power in the face of economic exploitation and unremitting
violence. Bureaucrats tried to harness political power to meet the demands of, as one put it, "the people
whom we serve."

Drawing on a deep well of empirical materials from archives up and down the state, Mitchell's account
promises to be the definitive book about California agriculture in the turbulent decades of the mid-twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

The book They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the Struggle over Industrial Farming in Bracero-Era
California (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation Ser.) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book They Saved
the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the Struggle over Industrial Farming in Bracero-Era California
(Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation Ser.) to become your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the
Struggle over Industrial Farming in Bracero-Era California (Geographies of Justice and Social
Transformation Ser.). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Helen Williams:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading the book, we give you this They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the
Struggle over Industrial Farming in Bracero-Era California (Geographies of Justice and Social
Transformation Ser.) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Timothy Pace:

Typically the book They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the Struggle over Industrial Farming in
Bracero-Era California (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation Ser.) will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape,
and the Struggle over Industrial Farming in Bracero-Era California (Geographies of Justice and Social
Transformation Ser.) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joseph Wilds:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the Struggle



over Industrial Farming in Bracero-Era California (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation Ser.)
was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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