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Muses and editors, saviors and publishers: Meet the women behind the greatest works of Russian
literature
 

“Behind every good man is a good woman” is a common saying, but when it comes to literature, the
relationship between spouses is even that much more complex. F. Scott Fitzgerald, James Joyce, and D. H.
Lawrence used their marriages for literary inspiration and material, sometime at the expense of their spouses’
sanity. Thomas Carlyle wanted his wife to assist him, but Jane Carlyle became increasingly bitter and
resentful in her new role, putting additional strain on their relationship.
 
In Russian literary marriages, however, the wives of some of the most famous authors of all time did not
resent taking a “secondary position,” although to call their position secondary does not do justice to the vital
role these women played in the creation of some of the greatest literary works in history.
 
From Sophia Tolstoy to Véra Nabokov, Elena Bulgakov, Nadezdha Mandelstam, Anna Dostevsky, and
Natalya Solzhenitsyn, these women ranged from stenographers and typists to editors, researchers, translators,
and even publishers. Living under restrictive regimes, many of these women battled censorship and
preserved the writers’ illicit archives, often risking their own lives to do so. They established a tradition all
their own, unmatched in the West.
 
Many of these women were the writers’ intellectual companions and made invaluable contributions to the
creative process. And their husbands knew it. Leo Tolstoy made no secret of Sofia’s involvement in War and
Peace in his letters, and Vladimir Nabokov referred to Véra as his own “single shadow.”
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From reader reviews:

Anna Yates:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Wives: The Women Behind Russia's Literary Giants.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important
the book The Wives: The Women Behind Russia's Literary Giants. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Joseph Sutton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge
to others. When you read this The Wives: The Women Behind Russia's Literary Giants, it is possible to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a guide.

Donna Cauley:

The guide with title The Wives: The Women Behind Russia's Literary Giants contains a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Jackie Armstrong:

This The Wives: The Women Behind Russia's Literary Giants is brand new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Wives: The Women Behind
Russia's Literary Giants can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are



looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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