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This book is about presidents in parliamentary systems. One commonly recurring political debate within
parliamentary systems is over whether or not the public should directly elect the head of state. Despite the
importance of this topic in practical politics, political scientists have offered little empirical evidence, yet
made bold assumptions about the consequences of popular elections for heads of state. A common argument
is that direct elections enhance presidents' legitimacy thereby increasing their activism and encouraging
authoritarian tendencies. Another popular assumption is that direct presidential elections are more heavily
contested and partisan, polarizing and dividing political elites and the electorate. Proponents of direct
elections argue that such elections will help decrease voter alienation and apathy. This book challenges the
conventional wisdom. Using both quantitative and qualitative empirical evidence from democratic systems
across the world, this book demonstrates that compared to indirect selection methods, direct elections do not
yield more active and contentious presidents, do not polarize political elites or society, and do not remedy
political apathy. Rather, presidential activism in both "semi-presidential" and "pure parliamentary" systems
is shaped by political opportunity framework--the institutional strength and partisan composition of both
parliament and government. Further, because holding the presidency provides parties with an electoral asset,
direct and indirect presidential elections can be equally contentious and polarizing. Last, but not least, rather
than decreasing apathy, direct election is associated with increased voter fatigue and decreased turnout in
parliamentary elections by about seven percentage points.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

This Presidents with Prime Ministers: Do Direct Elections Matter? are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Presidents with Prime Ministers: Do Direct
Elections Matter? can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Presidents with Prime Ministers: Do Direct Elections Matter? giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Robert Ford:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Presidents with Prime Ministers: Do
Direct Elections Matter?, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Adam Sea:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Presidents with Prime Ministers: Do
Direct Elections Matter? is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Anderson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Presidents with Prime Ministers: Do Direct Elections Matter? was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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