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Between 1550 and 1650, Europe was swept by a fascination with wondrous accounts of monsters and other
marvels - of valiant men slaying dragons, women giving birth to animals, young girls growing penises, and
all manner of fantastic phenomena. Known as 'fairy tales,' these stories had many guises and inhabited a
variety of literary texts. The first two collections of such fairy tales published on the continent, Giovan
Francesco Straparola's Le piacevoli notti and Giambattista Basile's Lo cunto de li cunti, were greeted with
much enthusiasm at home and abroad and essentially established a new literary genre. Contrary to popular
thought, Italy, not Germany or France, was the birthplace of the literary fairy tale.

This fascination with the marvellous also extended to the worlds of science, medicine, philosophy, and
religion, and many treatises from the period focused on discussions of monsters, demons, magic, and
witchcraft. In Fairy-Tale Science Suzanne Magnanini looks at these 'science fictions' and explores the birth
and evolution of the literary fairy tale in the context of early modern discourses on the monstrous. She
demonstrates how both the normative literary theories of the Italian intellectual establishment and the
emerging New Science limited the genre's success on its native soil. Natural philosophers, physicians, and
clergymen positioned the fairy tale in opposition in opposition to science, fixing it as a negative pole in a
binary system, one which came to define both a new type of scientific inquiry and the nascent literary genre.
Magnanini also suggests that, by identifying their literary production with the monstrous and the feminine,
Straparola and Basile contributed to the marginalization of the new genre.

A wide-ranging yet carefully crafted study, Fairy-Tale Science investigates the complex interplay between
scientific discourse and an emerging literary genre, and expands our understanding of the early modern
European imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Fairy-Tale Science: Monstrous Generation in the Tales of Straparola and
Basile (Toronto Italian Studies) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Fairy-Tale Science: Monstrous Generation in the Tales
of Straparola and Basile (Toronto Italian Studies) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you even now thinking Fairy-Tale Science: Monstrous Generation in the Tales of Straparola and Basile
(Toronto Italian Studies) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Leslie Marcellus:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Fairy-Tale Science: Monstrous Generation
in the Tales of Straparola and Basile (Toronto Italian Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Donald Hamann:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Fairy-Tale Science: Monstrous Generation in the Tales of
Straparola and Basile (Toronto Italian Studies). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

John Lyons:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Fairy-Tale Science: Monstrous Generation in the Tales of Straparola and Basile
(Toronto Italian Studies) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at



this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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