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This book contributes to the understanding of first-language loss in both immigrant and indigenous
communities in (at least) three ways. First, it provides insight into the process of language loss and the
factors contributing to it. Second, it attempts to define, from an insider perspective, what it means to "lose" a
language. Third, it analyzes the perceived consequences of first language loss in terms of social, academic,
emotional, and economic factors--an approach previously lacking in research on language loss.

Most studies of first language loss are impersonal, even when they tell emotional stories. This polyphonic
book about language loss and imperfect learning of heritage languages tells the inside story. Easy to read and
yet academic, it gives voice to five different storytellers who relate the histories of their first language loss
and analyzes themes from 21 life-history case studies of adults who had lost their first languages while
learning English. The stories in this book make a compelling argument that heritage languages should be
preserved, that ESL should be about developing bilinguals not English monolinguals.

Important reading for researchers, practitioners, and graduate students in ESL and bilingual education,
multicultural education, cultural studies, and sociology, this book will also interest qualitative researchers as
an example of a unique form of both doing and writing research.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Anderson:

The book Face[t]s of First Language Loss make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Face[t]s of First Language Loss to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book Face[t]s of First
Language Loss. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Jacob Gray:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Face[t]s of First Language Loss book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Josefina Smith:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Face[t]s of First Language
Loss which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Glen Hall:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Face[t]s of First Language Loss can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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