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The so-called Phony War from September 1939 to May 1940 occupies a peculiar yet distinct place in popular
memory. All the sensations of war, except the fighting, were present; yet, instead of massed air attacks and
great land battles, very little happened. The British government was said to be complacent, and the people
downright bored. Then, France fell to German attack, and the small British army was evacuated (minus its
equipment) from Dunkirk. Reaction to this major strategic catastrophe was naturally to blame the men
deemed guilty for bringing the nation to the verge of humiliating defeat. In sharp contrast to previous studies,
Smart argues that there was more to the phony war than governmental complacency, that the period was
more than a foolish or frivolous ante-chamber to a later more heroic phase.

The extent to which the guilty men verdict on the first nine months of Britain's Second World War has stuck
remains surprising. The notion that the phony war was a necessary, indeed over-determined, prelude to
catastrophe has become cemented over time. Examining the workings of the Anglo-French leadership during
this period, Smart picks this thesis apart and argues that disaster was not necessarily, still less inevitably, just
around the corner. He concludes that Anglo-French decision-making during this time was basically sound,
that the soldiers were well equipped and in good-heart, and that there was no malaise eating away at the
entente. This study offers a challenging reappraisal of the phony war from a British perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled British Strategy
and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and
International Affairs)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Graciela Johnson:

Here thing why this kind of British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up
(Studies in Military History and International Affairs) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up
(Studies in Military History and International Affairs) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with British Strategy and Politics
during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and International Affairs). It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military
History and International Affairs) in e-book can be your substitute.

Omar Hinojosa:

The feeling that you get from British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went
Up (Studies in Military History and International Affairs) is a more deep you digging the information that
hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in
Military History and International Affairs) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this specific British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before
the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and International Affairs) instantly.



Charles Malone:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is referred to as of book British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon
Went Up (Studies in Military History and International Affairs). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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