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Working Fictions takes as its point of departure the common and painful truth that the vast majority of
human beings toil for a wage and rarely for their own enjoyment or satisfaction. In this striking
reconceptualization of Victorian literary history, Carolyn Lesjak interrogates the relationship between labor
and pleasure, two concepts that were central to the Victorian imagination and the literary output of the era.
Through the creation of a new genealogy of the “labor novel,” Lesjak challenges the prevailing assumption
about the portrayal of work in Victorian fiction, namely that it disappears with the fall from prominence of
the industrial novel. She proposes that the “problematic of labor” persists throughout the nineteenth century
and continues to animate texts as diverse as Elizabeth Gaskell’s Mary Barton, George Eliot’s Felix Holt and
Daniel Deronda, Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations, and the essays and literary work of William Morris
and Oscar Wilde.

Lesjak demonstrates how the ideological work of the literature of the Victorian era, the “golden age of the
novel,” revolved around separating the domains of labor and pleasure and emphasizing the latter as the
proper realm of literary representation. She reveals how the utopian works of Morris and Wilde grapple with
this divide and attempt to imagine new relationships between work and pleasure, relationships that might
enable a future in which work is not the antithesis of pleasure. In Working Fictions, Lesjak argues for the
contemporary relevance of the “labor novel,” suggesting that within its pages lie resources with which to
confront the gulf between work and pleasure that continues to characterize our world today.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a guide. The book Working Fictions: A Genealogy of the Victorian Novel (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Kurtis Henry:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Working Fictions: A Genealogy of the Victorian Novel (Post-Contemporary Interventions) provide you with
a new experience in reading through a book.

Mary Grays:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Working Fictions: A Genealogy of the Victorian
Novel (Post-Contemporary Interventions) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Working Fictions: A Genealogy of the Victorian Novel (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Piedad Trainor:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Working Fictions: A Genealogy of the
Victorian Novel (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you



to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Working Fictions: A Genealogy of the
Victorian Novel (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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