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Rival Enlightenments, first published in 2001, is a major reinterpretation of early modern German
intellectual history. Ian Hunter approaches philosophical doctrines as ways of fashioning personae for
envisaged historical circumstances, here of confessional conflict and political desacralization. He treats the
civil philosophy of Pufendorf and Thomasius and the metaphysical philosophy of Leibniz and Kant as rival
intellectual cultures or paideiai, thereby challenging all histories premised on Kant's supposed reconciliation
and transcendence of the field. This study reveals the extraordinary historical self-consciousness of the civil
philosophers, who repudiated university metaphysics as inimical to the intellectual formation of those
administering desacralized territorial states. The book argues that the marginalization of civil philosophy in
post-Kantian philosophical history may itself be seen as a continuation of the struggle between the rival
enlightenments. Combining careful and well-documented scholarship with vivid polemic, Hunter presents
penetrating insights for philosophers and historians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

The book untitled Rival Enlightenments: Civil and Metaphysical Philosophy in Early Modern Germany
(Ideas in Context) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Rival Enlightenments:
Civil and Metaphysical Philosophy in Early Modern Germany (Ideas in Context) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Michael Griffin:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Rival Enlightenments: Civil and Metaphysical Philosophy in Early Modern Germany (Ideas in
Context).

Lillian Albrecht:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply
searching from it. It is referred to as of book Rival Enlightenments: Civil and Metaphysical Philosophy in
Early Modern Germany (Ideas in Context). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Kellie Smith:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Rival Enlightenments: Civil and Metaphysical Philosophy in Early Modern
Germany (Ideas in Context) when you essential it?
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