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This book traces the origins of modern varieties of Yiddish and presents evidence for the claim that, contrary
to most accounts, Yiddish only developed into a separate language in the 15th century. Through a careful
analysis of Yiddish phonology, morphology, orthography, and the Yiddish lexicon in all its varieties,
Alexander Beider shows how what are commonly referred to as Eastern Yiddish and Western Yiddish have
different ancestors. Specifically, he argues that
the western branch is based on German dialects spoken in western Germany with some Old French
influence, while the eastern branch has its origins in German dialects spoken in the modern-day Czech
Republic with some Old Czech influence. The similarities between the two branches today are mainly a
result
of the close links between the underlying German dialects, and of the close contact between speakers.

Following an introduction to the definition and classification of Yiddish and its dialects, chapters in the book
investigate the German, Hebrew, Romance, and Slavic components of Yiddish, as well as the sound changes
that have occurred in the various dialects. The book will be of interest to all those working in the areas of
Yiddish and Jewish Studies in particular, and historical linguistics and history more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Velez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Origins of Yiddish Dialects.

Peggy Ross:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Origins of Yiddish Dialects
will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Jennifer Joseph:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Origins of Yiddish Dialects book as
beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Debbie Yarborough:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Origins of Yiddish Dialects can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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