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The devotional poems of Annamayya (15th century) are perhaps the most accessible and universal
achievement of classical Telugu literature, one of the major literatures of pre-modern India. Annamayya
effectively created and popularized a new genre, the short padam song, which spread throughout the Telugu
and Tamil regions and would become an important vehicle for the composition of Carnatic music - the
classical music of South India. In this book, Velcheru Narayana Rao and David Shulman offer translations of
nearly 100 of Annamayya's poems. All of them are addressed to the god associated with the famous temple
city of Tirupati -- Annamayya's home. This deity is sometimes referred to as "god on the hill" or "lord of the
seven hills." The poems are couched in a simple and approachable language invented by Annamayya for this
purpose and fall into two major categories, the erotic and the metaphysical. The erotic poems, usually in the
female voice, sing of the complexities of the god's love life. The metaphysical poems are sung in the poet's
own voice and explore the relationship between the poet and his god. Though a small sample of
Annamayya's surviving corpus, the selection in this volume suggests the scope of both genres. Rao and
Shulman's elegant and lyrical modern translations of these beautiful and moving verses are wonderfully
readable as poetry in their own right. The Afterword enriches the reader's understanding, providing historical
context and returning us to the poems themselves with a deeper appreciation.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Glass:

The book God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book God on the Hill: Temple
Poems from Tirupati to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read
a e-book God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Percy Brown:

This God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through
anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Lien Fugate:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is usually God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Donald Rivera:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book
God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati. You can more desirable than now.
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