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Most of us regard the Constitution as the foundation of American democracy. How, then, are we to
understand the restrictions that it imposes on legislatures and voters? Why, for example, does the
Constitution allow unelected judges to exercise so much power? And why is this centuries-old document so
difficult to amend? In short, how can we call ourselves a democracy when we are bound by an entrenched,
and sometimes counter-majoritarian, constitution?

In Constitutional Self-Government, Christopher Eisgruber focuses directly on the Constitution's seemingly
undemocratic features. Whereas other scholars have tried to reconcile these features with majority rule, or
simply acknowledged them as necessary limits on democracy, Eisgruber argues that constitutionalism is best
regarded not as a constraint upon self-government, but as a crucial ingredient in a complex, non-majoritarian
form of democracy. In an original and provocative argument, he contends that legislatures and elections
provide only an incomplete representation of the people, and he claims that the Supreme Court should be
regarded as another of the institutions able to speak for Americans about justice. At a pivotal moment of
worldwide interest in judicial review and renewed national controversy over the Supreme Court's role in
politics, Constitutional Self-Government ingeniously locates the Constitution's value in its capacity to sustain
an array of institutions that render self-government meaningful for a large and diverse people.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Mejia:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Constitutional Self-Government
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dana Richardson:

The particular book Constitutional Self-Government will bring one to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suitable to you. The book Constitutional Self-Government is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Philip Martin:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Constitutional Self-Government or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes Constitutional Self-Government to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Shawn Mathison:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Constitutional Self-Government when you essential it?
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