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During the heady, democratic days of the fifth and fourth centuries, the poorer members of Athenian society,
the lower two classes of zeugitai and thetes, enjoyed an unprecedented dominance in both domestic and
foreign politics. At home, the participatory nature of the constitution required their presence not only in the
lawcourts and assembly, but also in most of the minor magistracies; abroad, they were the driving force of
the navy, which ensured Athens’ control of the Aegean and the Black seas. Their participation at all levels
was made possible by state pay (for jury duty, attendance in the assembly, public office and military service).
In the fifth century state pay was financed largely through the tribute paid by members of the empire,
supplemented by the liturgical contributions of the rich and, beginning during the war, a property tax (the
eisphora). In the fourth century, almost the whole burden was shouldered by taxation upon the wealthy,
especially those who owned property.

In this book, author Phillip Harding traces the major changes that occurred in the administration of the state
that eventually deprived the lower classes of their supremacy and transferred power into the hands of the
wealthy land-owners. Things changed radically after Athens’ defeat in the Lamian (or Hellenic) War in
322BC. Over the next several decades, restriction of the franchise, elimination of pay for some public
offices, the loss of the navy, the increased dependence upon local grain from the larger estates in Attika, the
removal of the tax burden from the rich by the ending of such major liturgies as the trierarchia and the
choregia and the abandoning of the eisphora all contributed to this transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them
is this Athens Transformed, 404-262 BC: From Popular Sovereignty to the Dominion of Wealth (Routledge
Monographs in Classical Studies).

James Boyd:

The e-book with title Athens Transformed, 404-262 BC: From Popular Sovereignty to the Dominion of
Wealth (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jean Willis:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. Athens Transformed, 404-262 BC: From Popular Sovereignty to the Dominion
of Wealth (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
a person who have those short extra time problems.

Brooke Fisher:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific Athens Transformed, 404-262 BC: From Popular
Sovereignty to the Dominion of Wealth (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We should have Athens Transformed, 404-262 BC: From Popular Sovereignty to
the Dominion of Wealth (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies).
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