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Holy war, sanctioned or even commanded by God, is a common and recurring theme in the Hebrew Bible.
Rabbinic Judaism, however, largely avoided discussion of holy war in the Talmud and related literatures for
the simple reason that it became dangerous and self-destructive. Reuven Firestone's Holy War in Judaism is
the first book to consider how the concept of ''holy war'' disappeared from Jewish thought for almost 2000
years, only to reemerge with renewed vigor in modern times.

The revival of the holy war idea occurred with the rise of Zionism. As the necessity of organized Jewish
engagement in military actions developed, Orthodox Jews faced a dilemma. There was great need for all to
engage in combat for the survival of the infant state of Israel, but the Talmudic rabbis had virtually
eliminated divine authorization for Jews to fight in Jewish armies. Once the notion of divinely sanctioned
warring was revived, it became available to Jews who considered that the historical context justified more
aggressive forms of warring.

Among some Jews, divinely authorized war became associated not only with defense but also with a
renewed kibbush or conquest, a term that became central to the discourse regarding war and peace and the
lands conquered by the state of Israel in 1967. By the early 1980's, the rhetoric of holy war had entered the
general political discourse of modern Israel. In Holy War in Judaism, Firestone identifies, analyzes, and
explains the historical, conceptual, and intellectual processes that revived holy war ideas in modern Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Scott:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a
Controversial Idea, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Mary Grays:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Holy War in
Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.

Kim Gray:

This Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea is new way for you who has attention
to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Holy War in Judaism:
The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

James Holmes:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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