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This book proposes that in a number of French Renaissance texts, produced in varying contexts and genres,
we observe a shift in thinking about memory and forgetting. Focusing on a corpus of texts by Marguerite de
Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, and Michel de Montaigne, it explores several parallel transformations of and
challenges to traditional discourses on the human faculty of memory. Throughout Classical Antiquity and the
Middle Ages, a number of influential authors described memory as a powerful tool used to engage important
human concerns such as spirituality, knowledge, politics, and ethics. This tradition had great esteem for
memory and made great efforts to cultivate it in their pedagogical programs. In the early sixteenth century,
this attitude toward memory started to be widely questioned. The invention of the printing press and the early
stages of the scientific revolution challenged the intellectual landscape in ways that would make memory less
important in intellectual endeavors. Sixteenth-century writers began to question the reliability and stability of
memory. They became wary of this mental faculty, which they portrayed as stubbornly independent,
mysterious, unruly, and uncontrollable—an attitude that became the norm in modern Western thought as is
illustrated by the works of Descartes, Locke, Freud, Proust, Foucault, and Nora, for example. Writing in this
new intellectual landscape, Marguerite de Navarre, Ronsard, and Montaigne describe memory not as a
powerful tool of the intellect but rather as an uncontrollable mental faculty that mirrored the uncertainty of
human life. Their characterization of memory emerges from an engagement with a number of traditional
ideas about memory. Notwithstanding the great many differences in concerns of these writers and in the
nature of their texts, they react against or transform their classical and medieval models in similar ways.
They focus on memory's unruly side, the ways that memory functions independently of the will. They
associate memory with the fluctuations of the body (the organic soul) rather than the stability of the mind
(the intellectual soul). In their descriptions of memory, these authors both reflect and contribute to a modern
understanding of and attitude towards this mental faculty.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Smith:

The book Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de Navarre,
Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Transformations of Memory
and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de
Montaigne to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a reserve
Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de
Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Olivia Dickert:

The reserve with title Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite
de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne contains a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Eric Valentine:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France:
Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne was filled about science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Betty Peoples:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
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