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In The War Machines, Danny Hoffman considers how young men are made available for violent labor both
on the battlefields and in the diamond mines, rubber plantations, and other unregulated industries of West
Africa. Based on his ethnographic research with militia groups in Sierra Leone and Liberia during those
countries’ recent civil wars, Hoffman traces the path of young fighters who moved from grassroots
community-defense organizations in Sierra Leone during the mid-1990s into a large pool of mercenary labor.

Hoffman argues that in contemporary West Africa, space, sociality, and life itself are organized around
making young men available for all manner of dangerous work. Drawing on his ethnographic research over
the past nine years, as well as the anthropology of violence, interdisciplinary security studies, and
contemporary critical theory, he maintains that the mobilization of West African men exemplifies a global
trend in the outsourcing of warfare and security operations. A similar dynamic underlies the political
economy of violence in Iraq, Afghanistan, and a growing number of postcolonial spaces. An experienced
photojournalist, Hoffman integrates more than fifty of his photographs of young West Africans into The War
Machines.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

The book The War Machines: Young Men and Violence in Sierra Leone and Liberia (Cultures and practice
of violence series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The War Machines: Young Men and Violence
in Sierra Leone and Liberia (Cultures and practice of violence series) to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication The War Machines: Young Men and
Violence in Sierra Leone and Liberia (Cultures and practice of violence series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Nancy Nault:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The War Machines:
Young Men and Violence in Sierra Leone and Liberia (Cultures and practice of violence series) book as
starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Florence Hall:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The War Machines:
Young Men and Violence in Sierra Leone and Liberia (Cultures and practice of violence series) that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to
pick The War Machines: Young Men and Violence in Sierra Leone and Liberia (Cultures and practice of
violence series) become your personal starter.

Judith Bowman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important,



boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The War Machines: Young Men and Violence in Sierra Leone
and Liberia (Cultures and practice of violence series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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