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This books examines the institutional foundations of coalition government in the ten post-communist
democracies of Eastern and Central Europe for the 1990-2010 period: Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia. Its central argument is that
differences in the arrangement of political institutions systematically explain variations in patterns of multi-
party government across these states. The book starts
with the premise that electoral systems and constitutional provisions about the powers, the structure, and the
relationship between parliament and the presidency determine the degree to which political power is
dispersed or concentrated in the political system. On the basis of these institutional
features, three groups of states are distinguished with regard to their degree of power concentration; the
substantive chapters of the book demonstrate how these institutional combinations and differences shape
three specific facets of party government which capture the main stages of the lifecycle of coalitions
governments: the formation of electoral coalitions, government formation and government duration.
Specifically, three comparative chapters assess the impact of institutional power
concentration on the size of electoral coalitions; the likelihood that political parties form a minority
government; and the number of days that a government lasts in office. The main finding of the book is that
power concentration matters: political parties in those democracies where institutions are
designed to concentrate political power tend to form large electoral coalitions, they tend to form majority
rather than undersized governments, and they build more durable cabinets. In addition, the book contains a
detailed case study of government formation in Hungary and a previously unstudied comparison of indirect
presidential elections in four states: the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary and Latvia.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Institutional Design
and Party Government in Post-Communist Europe (Comparative Politics) to read.

James Brown:

The actual book Institutional Design and Party Government in Post-Communist Europe (Comparative
Politics) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Ernesto Harrell:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Institutional Design
and Party Government in Post-Communist Europe (Comparative Politics) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Eric Green:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Institutional Design and Party Government
in Post-Communist Europe (Comparative Politics) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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