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The culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship freely. Many activists
on the right maintain that the United States was founded as a “Christian nation.” Many on the left contend
that the Founders were secular or Deist and that the First Amendment was designed to boldly separate church
and state throughout the land. None of these claims are true, argues Beliefnet.com editor in chief Steven
Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman narrates the real story of how our nation’s Founders forged
a new approach to religious liberty, a revolutionary formula that promoted faith . . . by leaving it alone.

This fast-paced narrative begins with earlier settlers’ stunningly unsuccessful efforts to create a Christian
paradise, and concludes with the presidencies of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison, during which
the men who had devised lofty principles regarding the proper relationship between church and state
struggled to practice what they’d preached. We see how religion helped cause, and fuel, the Revolutionary
War, and how the surprising alliance between Enlightenment philosophers such as Jefferson and Madison
and evangelical Christians resulted in separation of church and state.

As the drama unfolds, Founding Faith vividly describes the religious development of five Founders.
Benjamin Franklin melded the morality-focused Puritan theology of his youth and the reason-based
Enlightenment philosophy of
his adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on religion–hatred of the Church of England and Roman
Catholics–stoked his revolutionary fervor and shaped his political strategy. George Washington came to
view religious tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to “rescue”
Jesus, in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it was James Madison–the tactical leader of the battle for religious
freedom–who crafted an integrated vision of how to prevent tyranny while encouraging religious vibrancy.

The spiritual custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role of religion in America continues today.
Waldman provocatively argues that neither side in the culture war has accurately depicted the true origins of
the First Amendment. He sets the record straight, revealing the real history of religious freedom to be
dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and inspiring.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Founding Faith: Providence, Politics,
and the Birth of Religious Freedom in America. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Verna Riddle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Founding Faith:
Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in America suitable to you? The particular book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Founding Faith: Providence, Politics,
and the Birth of Religious Freedom in Americais a single of several books that everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Robert Araiza:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Founding Faith: Providence,
Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in America.

Michael Yancey:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Founding Faith: Providence, Politics, and the
Birth of Religious Freedom in America or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Founding Faith: Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious



Freedom in America to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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