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For more than forty years, Jack Germond has been covering politics for Gannett newspapers, the Washington
Star, and the Baltimore Sun, and talking politics on the Today show, The McLaughlin Group, and Inside
Washington. Now, in Fat Man Fed Up, Germond confronts the most critical issues raised by our election
process and offers a scathing but wry polemic about what’s wrong with American politics.

Is there any connection between what happens in campaigns and what happens in government? And if not,
where does the blame for the discontent lie? Was Tocqueville right? Do we get the leaders we deserve?
Indeed, according to Germond, the politicians aren’t the only ones to blame, or even the chief culprits. He
describes how he and his colleagues in the news media have been guilty of dumbing-down the political
process–and how the voters are too apathetic to demand better coverage and better results. Instead, they
simply turn away and too often end up enduring third-rate presidents.

This no-sacred-cows manifesto faces the problems many are reluctant to address:
• Polls and how they are used and abused by politicians and press to mislead gullible voters.
• The critical failure of the press to accurately portray figures in the political realm, from Eugene McCarthy
to Barbara Bush to Al Sharpton.
• How the complaints about liberal bias in the press miss the real point: whether that bias, if it exists, colors
the way editors and reporters work.
• The staggering influence of television, and the networks’ inability to provide anything but the most
simplistic coverage of politics.
• The “big lie” school of campaigning. From “Where’s the beef?” to “compassionate conservatism,” the
politics of empty slogans has always placed noise above nuance: Say anything loudly enough and long
enough, and voters are bound to mistake it for the truth.

Along the way, Germond illustrates his arguments by drawing from his war chest of priceless anecdotes from
decades in the business. With his inimitable combination of incisive journalism and sardonic and witty
straight talk, Germond guides us through the fog created by candidates and the media. In this timely,
outrageous, and compulsively readable book, no one is let off the hook. Fat Man Fed Up is a bracing look at
how we never seem to get the truth about the people we’re electing.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad seemed to be
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad is not only giving you far
more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Fat Man Fed Up: How American
Politics Went Bad. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rhonda Munoz:

This Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad without we
recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Fat
Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Fern Marshall:

Beside this Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing
to have Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from
right now!

Michael Lucius:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics Went Bad can
give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some



other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Fat Man Fed Up: How American Politics
Went Bad.
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