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Collegiate Republic offers a compellingly different view of the first generation of college communities
founded after the American Revolution. Such histories have usually taken the form of the institutional tale,
charting the growth of a single institution and the male minds within it. Focusing on the published and
private writings of the families who founded and ran new colleges in antebellum America--including
Bowdoin College, Washington College (later Washington and Lee), and Franklin College in Georgia--
Margaret Sumner argues that these institutions not only trained white male elites for professions and
leadership positions but also were part of a wider interregional network of social laboratories for the new
nation. Colleges, and the educational enterprise flourishing around them, provided crucial cultural
construction sites where early Americans explored organizing elements of gender, race, and class as they
attempted to shape a model society and citizenry fit for a new republic.

Within this experimental world, a diverse group of inhabitants--men and women, white and "colored," free
and unfree--debated, defined, and promoted social and intellectual standards that were adopted by many
living in an expanding nation in need of organizing principles. Priding themselves on the enlightened and
purified state of their small communities, the leaders of this world regularly promoted their own minds,
behaviors, and communities as authoritative templates for national emulation. Tracking these key figures as
they circulate through college structures, professorial parlors, female academies, Liberian settlements,
legislative halls, and main streets, achieving some of their cultural goals and failing at many others, Sumner's
book shows formative American educational principles in action, tracing the interplay between the
construction and dissemination of early national knowledge and the creation of cultural standards and social
conventions.
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From reader reviews:

James Fomby:

This Collegiate Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society in Early America (Jeffersonian America) usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Collegiate
Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society in Early America (Jeffersonian America) can be one of the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Collegiate
Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society in Early America (Jeffersonian America) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Arthur Lee:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Collegiate Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society
in Early America (Jeffersonian America) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joe Lowe:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Collegiate Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society in Early America (Jeffersonian America) offer
you a new experience in examining a book.

Christopher Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Collegiate Republic:
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