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The “reality novel” A Poet and Bin-Laden set in Central Asia at the turn of the 21st century against a
swirling backdrop of Islamic fundamentalism in the Ferghana Valley and beyond, gives a first-hand account
on the militants and Taliban’s internal life.

The novel begins on the eve of 9/11, with the narrator’s haunting description of the airplane attack on the
Twin Towers as seen on TV while he is on holiday in Central Asia; and tells the story of an Uzbek poet
Belgi, who was disappointed in the authoritarian regime in Uzbekistan and became a terrorist in the eyes of
the world. His journey begins with a search for a Sufi spiritual master and ends in guerrilla warfare, and it is
this tension between a transcendental and a violent response to oppression, between the book and the bomb,
between Archipelago GULAG and modern Central Asia and Afghanistan, that gives the novel its specific
poignancy.

In this book Hamid Ismailov masterfully intertwines fiction with documentary and provides wonderfully
vivid accounts of historical events such as the siege of Kunduz, the breakout from Shebergan prison and the
insurgency in the Ferghana Valley as witnessed by the Byronian figure of Belgi, who enters the inner
sanctum of al-Qaeda, and ultimately meets Sheikh bin Laden himself.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

The book A Poet and Bin-Laden: A Reality Novel (1) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book A Poet and Bin-
Laden: A Reality Novel (1) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a book A Poet and Bin-Laden: A Reality Novel (1). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Raymond Levine:

The reason? Because this A Poet and Bin-Laden: A Reality Novel (1) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So
, still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Carol Elliott:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be A Poet and Bin-Laden: A Reality Novel (1) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Suanne Barnwell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this A Poet and Bin-Laden: A
Reality Novel (1).
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